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PSALM /xxxiv. ift. Verfe. 


Iwill blefs the Lor at all times: His praifé 


frall continually be in my mouth. 


NHE prefent ftate is a mixed ftate. -This is fo as 
to individuals, and aifo to communities. In the 
courfe of God’s providenee, profperity and adverfity fuc- 
ceed eath other ; and there is oftentimes a quick tranfition 
from ene to the other. It is in this cafe as it is in the 
courfe of nature : When all is bright, ferene and chear- 
ful,a ftorm fuddenly arifes, and rages with great impetuo- 
fity and violence, and in fome fituations great is the dif- 
trefs and mifery occafioned thereby. After which all be- 
comes calm and bright again. Neither individuals nor 
communities “in their profperity may fay, they fhall 
never be moved.” When they imagine their “ mountain 
ftands ftreng,” it is eafy with God to fhake it even to its 
centre ;_ to throw them down from the pinnacle of eafe, 
grandeur, wealth and affluence—and it is eafy for him 
; again 


again to exalt them.——To be raifed from a low, dea 


prefled: ftate, is agreeable to nature. Mankind naturally 
defire profperity, and deprecate adverfity. Adverfity, ef» 
pecially i in remarkable inftances of it, fpreads a gloom 
over them, and they are ready to defpond and give up all 
for loft. They view the dark fide of things, and dwell 
upon them in their mournful contemplations, not confi- _ 
dering that the great Governor of the world can caufe 
light to {pring up out of darknefs, reyerfe the fcene, and rey 
bring good out of evi]. They are apt to forget paft mer- 
cies, and to overlook thofe which God intermixes. with 
their adverfities, and fo are unapt and indifpofed to make 
their proper acknowledgments to him. 


? 


THERE are two grand and important duties, “which, 
both reafon and the word of God call men to, confider- 
ing him as the great orderer and difpofer of all events both , 
good and evil--Prayer, for the beftowment of needed good-> ~ 
and praife. for the receipt of it. Confidering ourfelves as © 
needy creatures, the duty of prayer is ‘of continual obli- 
gation. And confidering ourfelves as the daily fubjects 
of the mercies of God, the-duty of praife is alfo of conti- 
nual obligation. It was from an imprefive fenfe of this, 
that the pious Pfalmift utters himfelf, as in the words of 
our text. °* T will blefs the Lord at all times, his praife 
fhall be contizua i in my foguth, a. : 

THE | 
* THRO? all the changing Sage of life, 
in trouble and in joy, 
The praifes of my God fhall ill 
my heart and tongue employ. 


TATE end Brapy’s verfion of the text. 
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THE words plainly import this———T hat God’s crea- 
tures, at all times, and under all circumftances and con; 
ditions of life, have occafion 'to ) praife and blefs him. 


None furely will call it in queftion, that. they bags 
{uch occafion in times of profperity ; when the afpects of 
divine providence are agreeable and pleafant. Men muft 
be loft to all fenfe of God, and of their obligations to 
him, not to acknowledge that praife is a juft tribute due 


' to him on account of his favours and benefits. ‘There are 
~~ few indeed that will carry matters to fuch a length as this, 


fpeculatively, whatever they may do praétically. ‘That 
they do fo practically, is the cafe in a multitude of in- 
flances. Though they are the fubjeets of many. and great 


_ favours at the hands of God, yet they have no grateful 


fenfe of them, and are grofsly negligent in making their 
acknowledgements to him. Their own reafon, if they 
Only appeal to that, muft utterly condemn them for fuch 
unworthy treatment of their Maker and bounteous Bene- 
factor. 


Ir may be made evident, that in times of evil and ca- 
lamity, men have even then occafion to praife God. 
Surely then they have fo, when it is clear, bright fun- 
fhine with them. <I will blefs the Lord at all times, 
fays David, his praife fhall be continually in my mouth.” 


Evits and calamities, it is true, in themfelves, whether 
perfonal or publick, “ are not joyous, but grievous.” 
Thus it is as to bodily ficknefs and pain. ‘hus alfo is 


it, 


ees 


it, when droughts and peftilences are fent into a land, and 
when their peace and tranquility is interrupted by the 
fword of war.——Such calamities as thefe, undoubtedly 
call for deep humiliation before God, as hereby he teftifies 
; hig anger and difplesfure againft a land for the many and. 
"heinous iniquities that abound in it. Thefe moft cer- 
tainly, are the procuring caufe of them. If piety and vir- 
tue univerfal y prevailed, no evils or judgments would be 
fent upon aland. The moral ftate of a people, we may 
well fuppofe, influences the moral Governor of the world 


in his conduét towards them, either in a way of favour 
or calamity, 


Bur although judgments, fuch as we juft mentioned, 
are to be confidered as tokens of God’s anger againft pre- 
Vailing iniquities, and in this view call for deep humilia- 


tion before a holy and offended Sovereign, yet confiftent 


with this, occafion is then offered for praife, 
** God, who does not afflié willingly, nor grieve the 
children of men,” who delights not in their diftreffes and 
miferies, has merciful defigns towards them in his judi- 
cial difpenfations. He defigns to humble them and pu- 
rify them 4 to bring them to true repentance, to reform 
all their vices and immoralities, to reduce them to the 
love and practice of univerfal piety, godlinefs and righte- 
oufuefs, and in this way to prepare them: for his finiles 
and bleffings in all regards. For * righteoufnefs” has a 
moral as well as natural tendency.to ‘¢ exalt a nation” or 
people. If-now, fuch are the merciful defigns of the 


great 


For: 


? 
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great Governor of the weed; when he fends evils and 
calamities upon a land, then occafion is hereby miniftred . 


for praife to his great name. ° 
5 


Tue defign of Heaven in calamitous difpenfations, may 
be to bring people to that, which his kind and merciful 
ones have been ineffectualto. . For although the merciful 
difpenfations ot Gop, efpecially a long feries of them, and 
in great and moft important refpeéts, ought in all reafon ta 
engage men’s unfeigned gratitude, and put them upon 
manifefting it in a life of true godlinefs and virtue, yet 


frequently they have not fuch a defireable effe& as this.— 
| Their eafe is often, much asit is faid of Fefeurun, that chey 
** wam fat and kick.’? While they talle of a long feafon 
in the fun-fhine of the divine favours, they are unmindfal 

of their great benefattor, riot in his bounties and make 

them the fewel of their lufts. “Thus evilly do they requite 

the Lord who has done fo many good things for them. — 

i The holy Gop who is hereby greatly difhonored, fees fit to 
alter the fcene, to take his rdd ia his Hand and to chaftife 
| them, and fometimes very forely ; that hereby they may be | 
| reduced to fuch an obediential conduét as his manifold 
mercies were ineffectual to bring them to. And fo by his 

altering his hand, he defigns upon the whole, their benefit 
and advantage. For if they are brought to that humilia- 
| tion, godlinefs aad virtie, which Gon expetts of them, 
great is the advantage and benefit refulting to them from 
his judicial difpenfations, however fore and diftreffing. 
———They are then prepared fof the removal of them, 
and for the return of: Gon’s favours and bleflinge 
| in all defirable fnflances. of them, fo that on the 
whole here, there ig accafion to praife Gop in times of 
#vil and calamity ; not for evils and calamities in them: 

B felves 
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felves confidered, but forthe good ends Gop has in bring- 
_ ing them on, 


Bur thenit may be further obferved—That fometimes, 
yea, for the moft part, there are many pofitive mercies en- 
joyed in times of evil. 


Inpivipuats forthe moft part find it fo, It is not ofen 
‘that their Rate, though greatly affli€ed, is yet quite forlorn 
and defperate. If they are in pain and ficknefs of body, 
yet they may have comfortable hcufes, lodging, medicines, 
food and fewel, and the tender care and help of near and 
affetionate friends, all which fervein fome meafure to 
fweeten bitter cups, to lighten heavy burdens, and to keep 
them from finking under the preffure of their troubles.— 
So alf, perfons fometimes meet with forrewful bereavements. 
Thofe that were near and dear to them are taken away, up- 
on whom they were wont to place their hopes,and from whom 
they expected to have much comfort. But then others are 
{pared to them, and fometimes when they have been in the 
like dangerous circumftances as thofe that have been taken 
away, ficknefs has been removed from their families, and 
the voice of health and falvation again heard in them. 


Iw thefe and other anfanices that might be mentioned, 
there is mercy intermixed with afflictions. And at the fame" 
time that they are ‘alled to humiliation and mourning,they 
have yet.abundant occafion for thankfulnefs and praife to 
Gop. In fhort, there is no condition that perfons may be 
in, but upon a view of all circumstances, they may find mat- 
ter for praife to Gop. And confidering their deferts at his 
hands, their utter unworthine’s before him, by reafon of their 
vilevefs, ingratitude, difobedience and rebellion towards hig 
facred majefty ,they may with the ftri€tet juftice take up that 

language, 


Se ee 


language, ‘‘ it is of the Losd’s mercies that we are not con- 
fumed, becaufe his compaflions fail not.””* 


Tur fame obfervation with refpe& to individuals, holde 
true with re{pect to communities, Sometimes after a long” 
Sun-fhine, Gop ‘ creates darknefs.” ~After a long calm, 
he raifes a ftorm, and canfes it to beat fiercely upon them. 
The date of their affairs wear a different afpe& from what 
they did not long before. A very gloomy profpeé opens 
before them, and it may feem as if utter ruinand defirustion 
awaited them. 


Tuoss terrible calamities of war, peftilence and drought, 
come in the room of peace,health and plenty. Thefe bleff 
iugs they may have long been in the enjoyment of, but did 
not fufficiently prize them ; but in having the {cene fo 
changed and altered, they are brought to know the worth 
of what they once enjoyed.—But now, upoa a view of alt 
circumftances, mach of the goodnefs of Gon is to be feen 
amid all thefe evils, and they have oceafion for praife as 
well as humiliation. 


Tar that I have now fuid, holds true with <e ‘to"us” 
in this is 


Fora long courfe of years, there has been a very general 
and remarkable ftate of health throughout the land. No,- 
contagious mortal ficknefshas Goo fent inte it, as was for- 
merly the cafe. I need not mention infances here.—And 
by this means we-have greatly increafed and multiplied, 
been enabled to extend our fettlements, and many of them, 
though young, have greatly flourifhed and profpered, aad 
have bid fair to do fo more and more under the com non 


{miles, 
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{miles of Heaven.  Butin the fummer paft God waa pleaf 
ed to fend a moft grievous peftilerice into the land, and great 
has been. the mortality in oné place and in another, and in 
fome not far from us.* In this matter, Gop’ has dealt as 
favorably with us in this place, perhaps as with any in the 
Jand.¢ What fpecial caufe for praife and thankfulnefs have 
we for his great goodnefs in fuch a time of calamity and 
diftrefs ? Is it, brethren ! for our diftinguifhing goodnefs, 
righteoufnefs and virtue, that we have been thus favorably 
pica with ? ued is a matter wertey our Cem Aet ae 
appear that we have been as obnoxious as others who have ; 
been vifited, the {paring mercy ‘and goodnefs of Gop de- 
mands our unfeigned gratitude, —But then, with refpeét to 
the land in general, the fatal 1 malady i is greatly abated if not 
wholly fubfided. And the voice of health is again heard 


. inourland. — And this alfo,as members of the body demands. 


. Our-gratitude and praife to the great preferver of men. 


Ir may be added--that peace isa bleffing which for many 
years paft has beea enjoyed m our land. Nowars nor ru- 
mours of wars, no military campaigns and battels—‘* No 
confufed noife of warriors nor garments rolled in blood.” 

: es 4 H0z “No 
S The difeafe. above alluded to was the Dyfentry, of as it is famaiale 


salled, the Camp-Diftemper. A great mortality hereby, there was in the 


towns of Surron, Maarzox OUGH, Groton, Depuam, as well as 


\ 


in‘ divers: other townsi in this, as ‘Well as in the neighbouring governments. 


‘t But one Gingle perfon in this large, populous town, died of the above ‘ 
difeafe, many families were vifited, though not feverely. “The family to 
whieh this perfon belonged was the moftfo, A large. family, almoft all 
Med, bub all fecovered except this one. 
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No people on the earth have in this wetpedt been happier, 

or it may be, fo happy as we have been. Public peace and 

tranquility isa great and ineflimable bleffing. Men feel 

and enjoy themfelves in fuch a ftate, agreable to the rank 

they hold in the creation. Hereby {cope is given to popu- , 
lation and increafe—to the flourifhing of thé liberal and 

mechanic aris—io the increafing in their trade, commerce, 

navigation, &c. and under the {miles of divine providence 

to their bécoming great and opulent, and refpectable both 

at homeand abroad. Whenthey dwell in peace, unmoleg- 

ed by enéities, they then bid fair to bein the agreable fitua- 

tion, that Mofes in Gon’s name encourages the people of 
Ifrael with upon their obedience. ‘* Thou fhall lend unto 

many nations, and thou ffiail not borrow. And the Lord 

fhall make thee the head: and not the tail ; and thou fhall 

be above only, and thou hall not be beneath.”* Plenty, 

wealth, dignity, hberty, all feem to be comprifed here. 


When fuch is the fate of'a land, we may very properly 
adopt the Janguage of David ; having recounted fome fig- 
nal inftances of Gov’s kindnefs, which he might apply te 
his own people, or however leave for general application. 
«* Happy is that people that is in fuch a cafe.” * Among 
the inftances of happinefs that he mentions, is that of being 
free from the moleftations of enemies, and fo of courfe, en- 
joying internal peace and tranquility, befides enjoying di- 
vers other kinds of happinefs in conneétion with this, as 
noticed in the preceeding verfes, And I cannot but add 
with the Pfalmilt, « yea,’’ or rather, ‘‘ happy is that people 
whofe God is the Lord,” whofe ke is in a Special peculiar 

fonfe, 


% Deut. xxviii. 12, 14. 


f Psaxm caliv. 35. 
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fenfe,a Gop in covenant, through JesusCuaisr,the blefled 
mediator, And now, notwithftanding, as ithas been ob- 
ferved, that vice, luxury, and all kinds of immoralities are 
~ wont to increafe in proportion, as countries grow great and 
opulent, yet this cannot be the natural, unavoidable ten-— 
dency of things ; but muft be owing toa ftrange infatud- 
tion ia mankind, to a moft wretched perverfion of the de- 
figns of a good providence, The defign of Gon in all the 
inftances of his geodnefs; public profperity and happinefs 
among the reft, is to engage men to univerfal gratitude and 
. obedience towards him. And being in fuch a happy, prof- 
perous ftate, as we have mentioned, as.they are under great 
obligations ; fo, they are under great advantages for im~- 
provement in religion : To attend upon the. public duties 
and offices thereof, which are wifely defigned and well a-. 
dapted, and with a concurring divine bleffing, have often 
been. fucceeded to the effecting the purpofes of real, vital 
piety and Godlinefs ; which fhould it generally prevail in 
a land, would be its greateft glory, dignity, excellency, fafety 
and defence. If it was faid of the renowned Elijab upon. 
his tranflation, that he was ‘* the chariot of Ifrael and the, 
horfemen thereof.” What {hall be faid of a land, what of 
ite greatnefs, dignity and fafety, when there are great num- 
bers of hisexcellent fpirit and charaéter? ‘ Righteoufne(s 
exalteth a nation” more than any thing elfe, for it is the 
moft excellent thing, above gold, yea above fine gold. 
‘Te is this that renders it peculiarly, yea moft eminently re- 
fpectable. One obferves upon the cafe of Elijah, ‘that, 
he was to that people, by his counfels, reproofs and pray- 
ers, better than the ftrongeit force of chariots and horfes, and 
kept off the judgments of Gop. His departure was like 
the routing of an army, an irreparable lofs, Better have 
loft. 


\ 
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loft all their men of war, than this man of Gop,” How 
great now muft be the glory and fafety of a people, when 
there are many, many Eisjahs among them? And I would 
obferve, that the outward peace, profperity and the flourifh- 
ing of a people, affords {pecial opportunities and advantages 
for the forming’ men in general to the excellent character 
we have mentioned. 


So that peace and tranquility in a land muft be confid- 


ered as an ineftimable bleffing to it. Happy would it be 


was it to prevail amongft all mankind of every tongues 


tribe and nation. But this cannot be expected fo long as 


the lufts of men, their pride,avarice,revenge, &. remain. 
Happy would it be were thefe deftroyed, and the kingdom. 


of the prince of peace univerfally eftablifhed in the earth. 


Wr may now go on to obferve, that war is a very great 
and diftrefling calamity, and it is proportionally fo, accord- 
ing as the feat oi it is near or far off. It is when it is fent 
intoa land, greatly impoverithing toit, drainsit of its fub- 
ftance and occafions many forrowful breaches in towns and 
families. Things are put out of courfe, men’s trade and 
commerce and various occupations greatly obftruéted, 
their fubfiftance, deriving from their induftry and diligence, 
greatly failing, and fometimes quite cut off, and they be- 
come reduced to great ftraits and difficulties. Thus itis 
in a great many inftances. We have fufficient proof of this 
at the prefent day.— At beft a variety of difficulties and 
hardthips muft neceffarily be undergone by a people, at a 
time when the fword of war is drawn upon them, and they 
are expofed to the devaftations of it. This is a calamity 
that has been very common in the earth. from age to age. 

ss Nation 
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** Nation has lift up fword again nation.” And what 
depopulation of countries, what flaughters and defolations 
have been made in. the earth? We may fee the full proof 
of all this, if we only look into the antient fcripture-hiftory. 
There has been thelike proof of it in latter times, in our 
own, as well asin the times of our fathers. : 
As to internal peace and tranquility ia our land, as I 
fafa before, no people on earth have been happier than we 
have, ofa long feafon. Notwithftanding frequent incur- 
fions in former years of the favagesof the wildernefs upon 


7 
#14 our expofed frontiers, yet no invafion of foreign powers up- 


on our fea-coafts, Whatever; attempts there have fome- 
times been of this fort, yet through, the good hand of our 
Gop towards us, they have proved abortive. Wehave been 
called to “ftand ftill and fee the falvation of Goo.*” 


Bur the time is come, when the fword of war is drawn 
upon us; not by foreign powers, but by our fellow-fub- 
jeéts of Great -Britaib, with whom, we long maintained a 
friendly, brotherly correfpondence, equally to their advan- 
tage aseurs. And this would doubilefs have continued 


without 


* This was remarkably the cafe in the year 1746, in the defeat of the 
powerful French Squadron, under the command of the Duke D’Anyille. 
Mott fearful devaftation would undoubtedly have been the confequence, had 
he fucceeded, efpecially upon opr fea-coafts. But Gop < perfecuted them 
with his temipe@, and made them afraid with his orm.” ‘ He fent cut 
his arrows and feattered them, and fhot out lightnings and difcomfited them.” 
This defeat through the good hand and providence of Gop, is very curionfly 
fet forth in a Thankfgiving Sermon preached at Bofton, upon that.memor: 
able occafion, by the late Reverend and learned Mr. Prince. 
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without interruption, but for the evil councils, the dark po- 
licies and bate, intrigues of fomie in power and high dignity 
Moe, aided and affifted, as is but. too evident by fome 
among ourfelves. Iwould be far from trefpafling upon the. 
roles of charity, but there is notwithitanding clear light and 
evidence. 


Awp matters are now come to bé very ferious indeed.— 
The conteft it feems, is not to be decided but at the point 
of the fword. This-for feveral months has been drawn up- 
on us, and we have been pierced and wounded and greatly 
diftreffed by it. Our capital town has been taken poffeflion 
of by Britifh troops———froin its being the grand refort of 
‘the country, the feat of plenty, afluence and adminiftration 
of civil juftice—remarkable for its.obfervation of the public 
duties and offices of réligion; and particularly on the chrif- 
tian-fabbath, as Iam thoroughly knowing to.—This, which 
has alfo been the city of our foiemnities,. whither our tribes 
both of the civil and facred order annually affembled to con- 
fult and promote the good both of church and ftate. This. 
Rately, elegant city is converted into a garrifon. One of 
its facred temples turned into a nurfury for dragooning.® 


Though we do not fuperftitioufly with the papifts, maintain 
the doétrine of the rea/ holinefs of places fet apart for the 
worlhip of Gop, yet methinks fuch a treatment of a place 
of publick worfhip, imdicatés a moft fkameful; horrible im~ 
piety, anda public mockery of the eftablithed religion of the 
gountry+. When I confider what a grave and refpetable affem- 
bly were wont to worfhip in that houfé, now fo fhamefully de- 
fecrated and polluted; when I refleé&t upon the memories of the 


venerable Wittarp, PemBerron,; Sewatt,Paince, and 
divers 


* The old South Meeting-Houfe. 
+ It may with propriety be fo fpoken of, if it be ont y confidered that 


the laws refpedting it, have received iy toyal fanétion- a 


( 


divers. excellent young minifters * ffnice them, who have 
burnt and fhone in thar golden candleflick ; of the purg, 
{piritual worfhip all along therein maintained. I cannot 
but feel an inward grief, as well as juft indignation, at fuch 


f 


a horrible facrilegious tréatment of it---not by Roman-Ca- 
tholicks, but by thofe that profefs the Proteftant, reformed 
religion, : 

Ir may be further faid with regard to that devoted City, 
that its harbour is crowded with powerful fhips of war.--- 
Its trade,navigation and fifhery wholly cut off. Military law 
eftablifhed in it. Its Churches broken up. Its inhabitants 
even the moft rich and opulent among them moftly gone off, 
leaving all their rich and valuable effects behind them, with 
but very little profpe& of ever resovering them. Its poor 
that were publicly fupported, turned adrift into the wide 
world. And many that were comfortable to live, through 
their honeft induftyy in their feveral oecupations, now 
obliged to the public charity. And thofe that remain, for 
the moft part, reduced to the greateft ftrait and wants, cut 
off from all thofe fupplies that were wontto flow in to them, 


and out of the reach of their friends and brethren in the 


country, who have very fenfibly felt for them, and would 
gladly have miniftered to their neceflities, had it been at all 
praGticable. But all communication being wholly ftopt, 
they are in danger of perifhing theenfuing winter, by hunger 
and cold. : 


Tas is a true pi@ure.of that once diftinguifhedly happy 
town. Nor amI fenfible of having at all heightned theco- 
lours 
* Two of which, yiz. the Rev-ALExanpeR CUMMING, ahd the Rey. 
Joun Hun, have decsafed in the midft of their days and ufefulne!s.—ue 
Two others, viz. the Rey. SamurL Brare, and the Rev. Joun Ba cony 
of refpectable characters, received @ difmifsion at their own tequeit. 


\ 


( 19 ) 
lours of it. Much of eur blood has been fpilt in battles and 
ikirmithes, There have been divers captures of our veilels, 
with their valuable cargoes. And twoof our large, flour- 
ifhing aud wealthy towns, * wantonly laid in afhes. And 
a fettled plan to reduce all our fea-ports, they can have ac- 
cefs te, to the fame condition. And if poffible to penetrate 
_into the interior parts of the country, and’to fpread defola- 
tion and ruin far and wide, without any diftin&ion of per- 
fons ; and then to bring the miferable, enfeebled inhabi- 
tants that remain, into a ftate of the moft abject fervitude. 


Bur I would now go to obferve—That notwithftanding 
fuch a difmal ftate of things has taken place among US, yet 
we have abundant caufe for praife and thankfulnefs to Gop 
that he has intermixed fo many mercies with this calamity, 
fo thatour cafeis not as yet come quite forlorn and defperate,. 
whatever it may be in time, te come ; yea, that we may ¢n- 
tertain fome hopa, at leaft, of being ere long delivered from 
this calamity, and of being again reftored to peace and 
tranquility. 


Thave mentioned various favourable circumfances with 


refpeét to other calamities we have been vifited with, the pef- 
tilence. 


* Cuartestown and FaLMours, is Cafco-Bay. The inhabitants of. 
the former, had for fometime before deferted ity and removed their moft va- 
‘ ‘Tuable effedts ; and fo.were im no capasity at all’ of annoying the regular 
troops. Had they been in any danger from this quarter, efpecially after 
they become mafters ef Bunker-hill, they might, have had fome plawfible; 
Pretence to lay it wafte.—As to the latter, itis at a great diftance from the 
feat of adtion, and being without any fortification was not capable of ‘mak- 
ing any defence. Nor was that place fpecially cbnoxious. Some may call 
this true heorifm and generelihip ; but all fober, impartial perfcns, muft: 
look upon the deftru€tion of both, as the effact of. wantonnefs, not to fays, 
erdblty anid barbarity. 


(ee 


tilence and drought. And many favourable ones have thera 
been with refpe& to the war, in which we are unhappily 
involved, sat ioe Gee 


Aas 


Tuus when they firtt commenced it upon us at Lexing- 
ton and Concord, they found our people,contrary to expec-' 
tation, brave and refolute 3 and though few in number, in 
compare with them, yet they were repulfed with great lofs, 
and. difappointed of. performing ‘their enterprife. * Their 
having thus waged war upon us, * at once roufed not only 
this but all the colonies far and near : And ‘they immedi- 
ately and readily poured in from all quarters to’ check and 
reftrain them from further onfets andviolences. "In confe- 
quence of which, they were foon furrounded and hemmed in 
On every fide, fo that they ‘have been in a befieged ftate tothis 
very day, and extremely drove, officers, frem the higheft to” 
‘the loweft, as well as privates, not only with refpe& to the 
delicacies, but even the necefaries of life. Had they not 
been thus repulfed and reftrained in the beginning,in all pro- 
bability great would have been the diftrefs very foon in the 
country towns. And this very town, it is with good reafon 
_ fuppofed, wasone obje&t in view in theexcurfion they made. 

But ** the {nare was broken, and we have efcaped. Bleffed 
_ be the Lord, who gaveus nota prey to their teeth.” 


Tue affair of Charleftown, though they took from us, 
mall in number in compare with them (notwithRanding & 
- ee she pes contrary 
* If giving the firft fre determines the point ef commencing war, abun- 
dant evidenee has been exhibited both from the living and the dead, that they 
(near @ 100019 number) commenced it upon our little handful at Lexingtons 
However, tt has beer juftly obfevedthat « he that arms himfelf, to com 
mit a robbery, and d:mands the travelles’s purfe, by the terror of inftant death, 
is the firtt aggreffor, thoagh the other fhould take the advantage of dif- 
charging his piftc| firt and killing the robber."———Rev. Prefident Lanigdon’s 
Seregon before the Provincial Congrefs, May 31, 1775. ‘ 
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| gontrary reprefentation fent home) though, I ae took 


from us the ground and the works of afingle-night, yet it 
was with amazing lofs on their part, not only of privates, 
but of an uncommon proportion of oe and fome of 
them of principal rank. - 


Our Lines and impregnable fortrefies, are now extended 
all around our capital, which they have gor poffeffion: of, and 
every preparation made to repel them in cafe of an attack, 
Had an attack been practicable, no doubt it would have been 
made beforenow. For it muft be very humiliating. * Bri- 
ens who have been fo univerfally (and I will add, in times 
‘pat, particular in thelaft war,among thenations in Europe, 
fajuftly) celebrated for their gallantry, to be under any 
reftraint from raw, undifciplined Americans, of whofe abili- 
ties they have beeu went to entertain the moft contempwble 
idea, and upon whom they have been wont to beftow the 
molt opprobious names, 


a 


Ir may be added,----That Gop has raifed up able and 
experienced Generals, who have brought our army under 


a good regulation, and time has been given fortheir acquir- 


ing and becoming very expert in the military art ; nor are 


they wanting in ftrength and agility of body, nor in manly — 


courage and fortitude. A remarkable ftate of health has 
prevailed in it. Notwithftanding multitudes being vifited 
with the Dy/entry, yet few comparatively have been the in- 
ftances of mortality, no: more perhaps, than if they had all 


tarried at home. A remarkable union and harmony has — 
ran throughout the whole, An abundant fupply of the 


neceflasy {upports and comforts ef life, has all along been 
flowing in tothem, Many of their veffels, with their rich 


 Sreights, i ci for our annoyance, and their fupport and ~ 


‘comfort 


‘ 


& 
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comfort have fallen into our hands.* And by our various 
operations, they have been greatly diftreffed.. And the ne- 
ceflity of the cafe has obliged us todiftrefs them in all ways 


in our power. 


To enfeeble, difpirit and diftrefs an enemy, from whom 
nothing could be expected but defolation and ruin, without 
fubmitting to abje€tnefs of condition, mutt be peiited upon 
the plaineft principles of reafon. 


A remarkable and unexpected union has taken place, 
throughout all the colonies ; and their feveral Delegates 
met in General Congrefs, who have had the direétion of our 
military affairs, have difcovered a wonderful penetration, 
fagacity, wifdom and fore-caft in all matters at this critical 
jun@ure, big with the fate of America, and have rendered 
themfelves worthy of the public refpeét and gratitude. 


I may add here as a favorable event in divine providence; 
that part of our forces have been led to penetrate the coun- 
try of Canada ; that they have been’ put into poffeffion of 
feveral of their ftrong and im portant fortreffes, and that there 
is fo promifing a profpect of their becoming mafters of the 


mole uae t An important affair this---as part of the 
plan 


* Not only many veffels of theirs, laden with the richest wines, meat, grain 
and vegetables,have from time to time fallen into our hands, and which they 
could but poorly fpare ; but one,fraughe with vaft military ores,not eafily to 
be collected by us in our own land ; a particular account of which has been 


publifhed, and moft perhaps have feen. 


ge Ticondoroga and Crown-Point, they foon became mafters of ath but 
little oppofitton. . The Forts of Chamblee and St. John’s, aftera fhort fiege 
farrendered. And .prefently, Montreal. They have very lately met with 
arepulfe at Quebec. Herein they have met with but the fortune of wars, , 
but they ftill hope to carry their point there. 


( ) 


plan for fubduing us, it appears probable from various aa 
cumftances, was to let toofe the Canadians and Indians, to 

a& over upon our new fettlements, and fo gradually along 

from one ftage to another, the fame bloody tragedy that they ~ 
were wont formerly todo : So placing us, as it were between. 
two fires, from the one or the other of which rendering our 
deftruction unavoidable. But this plan, by our operations 
in the country of Cohades bids fair, according to human pro- 
{pee to be defeated, and efpecially as the inhabitants thereof 
very generally .uanifeft a friendly difpofition towards our 
people, and are ready to afford them all neceflary fapplies. 


So that from the various favorable events in the courfe of 
Gop’s providence in this day of war and greatcalamity, we 
are furnithed with abundant matter of praife and thankful- 
nefsto his great name. It appears that though he is chaf- 
tifing and correéting us, yet that he hath not wholly caft off 
his people, neither hath forfaken his inheritance. Andwe 
may even now adopt the grateful language ef the redeemed 
Captives from Banyten. ‘* The Lord hath done great 
things for us, whereof we are glad.”* Upon a furvey of 
his goodnefs in the many important inftances of it, ‘his 
Praife fhould be continually in our mouths,” 


However, though Gop has manifefted his goodnefs 
towards usin this day of evil, in the manner that has been. 
faid, yet we may not ‘ boaft as though we had put off the 
harnefs.”, This we have but juft ‘ girdedon.” We may 
AOt expeét any thing properly miraculous in the courfe of 
Gop’s providence towards us, but muft look to the fated. 
courfe of it. In his governing providence, he is wont to make 
wfe of means and inftruments, which are adapted te fuch and 
fach ends,’ Such and fuch caufes are wont to produce their 


correfpondent 
* PsarM cxxvie 3s 


( % } 


correfpondent effects : Though i itis true; that he can, if i 
hiswifdom he fees fit, fufpend the influence of natural caufes. 
But we may in no cafe of acertainty, depend upon it, that 
he will do fo, 


” Ir appears, that on the other fide the water, no cencilia- 
tory meafures have been adopted, nor like to be fo. Indeed 
Gop has the hearts of all men in his hands, even of Kings 
and the great ones of the earth, and it is eafy with him to 
turn theirhearts towards us. But what lengths it may pleafe 
him the holy and righteous governor of the warld, to permit 
them to g°, and how far he may fee fit further to chaftife and 
punifh us through their inftrumentality,we cannot tell’ Con- 
fidering our multiplied and aggravated iniquities againgt him 
asa people, who have been fo highly favoured'and diftin- 
guithed by-him, lifted up to heaven in regard of privileges, 
civi! and facred——Confidering our bafenefs and ingratitude, 
for his abundant goodnefs and loving-kind nefs, may not our 
fleth tremble for fear of him, and we be afraid, of hisjudg- 
ments, fach as thall betotally ruining and deftroying, which 
we muft acknowledge we have juftly expofed ourfelves to # 
Gop has many wy2 in which he can deftroy a people. Tn- 
deed whenever he {ees fit, he can do fo, by an immediate act 
of his almighty power. But he is wont to make ufe of in- 
ftruments, and fometimes that of the fword. This, as we 
have before obferved; he has permitted our brethren in Great< 
Britain, to draw upon us. Itis valtly unhappy, it cannot 
be too much lamented, that we are thus at odds, with-a peo- 
ple and nation, that we have been fo nearly connected with, 
who have been above all other nations dear to us, being 
‘* bone of our bone, and fleth of our fleh.”———Her 
glory has been great and we have greatly rejoicedin it. Mer 
moral ftate indeed has been very fad. It is no unjuft reflec- 


tion upon her to fay this. May not the holy Gop complain 
: over 
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ver her, as he did over his antient profefling people, “* Ah 
finful nations a people laden with iniquity, a feed of evil- 
doers, children that are corrupters’’ ?* What a prevalence of 
Deifm and infidelity, prophanenefs and immorality, diffipa- 
tion, luxury, venality and corruption ? This wretched,cor- 
rape flate has long been complained of, with refpeé to that. 
highly diiltaguithed nation, whichhas hereby juitly expofed 
itfelt to exterminating judgments. "Did that « righteoufnefs 
by which a nation, is exalted,” generally prevail in it, fuch 
@ conteft with the colonies, and the calamities confequent up- 
on At, itis probable, would not have taken place. And the 
unnatural, hoftile, bloody treatment of them at this day, 
may be looked upon, not as one of the leaft of the heinous 


abominations fhe ftands chargeable with in the fight of 
Heaven. 


Norwiras TAND1NG the agency of Gop in.calamitous 
events, fuch particularly, as he has brought upon us, andthe | 
great and important ends he may have in view, yet the ins 
‘ftruments employed by him (intelligent, voluntary ones I 
mean) may be actuated from very bad motives and princi- 
ples, and may have it in their view to anfwer very bad ends. 
And thererefore,they are highly culpable in the fight of Gop. 
Thus it was as to Jofeph’s brethren in their unnatural treat- 
ment of him, of which we read in the book of Genefis——— 
They meant what they did unto him “ for evil,”? and they 
were thoroughly convinced of this in procefs of time,and led 
in the anguifh and bitternefs. of their hearts to acknowledge 
4t. ‘ Gop meant all for good,” as the event abundantly 
made evident. But this was no excufe for their bafe condué 
towards their own natural brother. 


THE unnatural treatment we have met with from our bre- 
thren of Great-Britain, is unjuftifiable in them and very 


culpable 
® Sfaiah j. 4. . » 
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» Gilpabte, whatever may be-faid of the fuperintending provi~ 
dence of Gop, and the great and wife ends he propofes to 
anfwer upon the whole, May a gracious Gop reform all 
her national errers and vices, and make her «a holy nation ie 
2 peculiar people” to himfelf ; and mercifully prepare the 
way for an happy, lafting and honourable accommodation. 
to take place between them and us,* However, I would 
obferve 


© War, it has been obferved tn this difcourfe is a fore calamity. No 
ene aéting upon the principles of chriftianity, which, like its author, breathes 
othing but peace and. good will to men ; or even upon the principles of 
€ommon humanity, can “ delight in it.” Lucrative commiffions, high dig- 
Mities and honours will weigh nothing againft thefe principles duly exercifed. 
Thus far we may freely fay, as to the Americans,. that they do not engage 
in the prefent war of choice and with delight. They regret the thedding- a 
drop of Britith blood.—They are not difpofed to lavith away thelr ow N blood 
and treafure, merely for thie fake of doing fo. They are not chargeable with 
fuch wretched abfurdity as this. Nothing but the great law of felf-prefer- 
vation, which is paramount to all the laws of ciyil eftablithments, puts them 
upon drawing the fword. They would have rejoiced to have continued in 
harmony with the parent (tate, and they earneftly with the reftoration of that 
harmony. The very idea of rebellion againft their fovereign is abhorrent to 
them.— When a rebellion a@tually exifted in North-Bricain, in 1746, level= 
led direétly againft the crown and dignity of his late Majefty George II. of 
glorious memory, by attempting to introduce the pretender to the throne, his ; 
loyal fubjeéts in America, were univerfally fired with a jut indignation at % 
the daring attempt. They ftood ready to facrifice their lives and fortunes 
in fupport oftheir fovereign. They rejoiced when that unnatural rebellion 
was fuppreffed: under the viGtorious arms of his royal Highnefs Wir1iAM, 
Duke of Cumberland. They kept days of public Thankfgiving to ac- 
knowledge the great goodnefs of Gon in interpofing in that affair. And 
they ever remained his dutiful and loyal Subjeéts afterwards. At his deceafe, 
they teftified their lamentations ia every public way,—and then heartily 
transferred their fealty and allegiance to their new Sovereign, his oral Suc- 
seflor George the Thiad. All joined to hail his acceffion to the throne of 
higreyal anseftors, and to fay ‘* Let the King live for ever.” And as they 


have never boen difpofed to ftrike at his crows. and dignity, but agreable to, 
the. 


f———_— * 
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vbferve, our cafe is not as yet defperate. We may hope iti 
Gop, that the events of all will be comfortable and happy to 
us. Hitherto,many have been the favorable events of Gon’s 
providence, as we have particularly mentioned them at this 
time, "So that without being over anxious as to futurity, we 
have great caufe for thankfulnefs and praifeto Gop. We 
have in all times paft had occafion to praife him, to do fo 
“continually” asin our text. And fuch we have at prefent, 
notwithftanding all gloomy circumftances that have and do 
attend us. And-we are met together this day in this 
public manner to celebrate the praifes of a kind and merciful 


Gop towards us as a eémmunity.—Upon a furvey of the 
goodnefs of Gon in the various inftances of it, notwithftand- 
ing all-our unworthinefs, let us fee to it, that our hearts are 
warmed with love and gratitude to Him. And let it motcon-— 
tent us merely to {peak his praifes—let not any merely out- 
ward profeflions of gratitude fatisfy us ; but in addition here- 
to, let us live the praifes of the Moft High 3 putting away e- 
very evil and tran{greffion, fo provoking to Gop, and procur- 
ing 
the infpired diretion, to @ honor’ him, fo they cannot but be deeply affected 
that they lie under his frowns. They defire nothing more, than te enjoy 
fully and unimpairedly the benefits of that excellent sivil conftitution, at 
which he is placed at the head by the providence of the great fovereign of the 
world, and that in order to its full fupport and eftabfithment, and that they 
enjoy Inviolate, thofe charter-rights and privileges, which weze-plighted ta 
them by the royal faith ef the illuftrious William and Mary. They have 
been happy, and rejoiced in their happinefs, in being conneted with Great- 
Britain. They do not defire to be unconneéted with or independent on her, 
but only to enjoy, what they think they have an unalienable right to 5 thelr 
eonftitutional and charter rights and privileges. In this view of the cafe 
they defire to leave their caufe with that Gop, wha judzeth righteoullp 
They therefore cannot with any juftice to themfelves, yield to the charge of 
reballion, and look upon themfelves as greatly injured in being treated a8: - 


though they were actually engaged in ones.: 


EE 
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ing his judgments ; devoting ourfelves to his fervice and glo ' 
ry ; looking to bim, that for the fake of his fon Jefus, all paft 
difobedience may be forgiven, and that he would vouchfafe 

the vital influences of his bleffed fpirit to enable us. to 2 

hearty return to him, and to the love and practice of all that 

duty and fervice which he requires and expetts from us.— % 
This would be to praife Gop in the moft genuine, fubftantial 

manner ; and this would be an acceptable facrifice to bim 

through Jefus Chrift: And if we and this whole people could a 

be brought to this, we might then fafely leave ourfelves with 

Gop, commit our caufe to him, nothing doubting but that 

he. would plead and maintain it. . If we are on Gop’s fide, 

we may then depend uponit, that he will be on ours, and then ~ oS 


more is with us and for us, than can be againft us. Weneed 


not then fear, but that he would be with us, as he was With out — 
fathers, (and he was with them many atime, in their greateft 
ftraits and exigencies, {uch was their faith and prayer and 
gagednefs in his fervice) and never leave ug nor forfak : 
And we might then take the comfort of that word with whi 
-I clofe the difcourfe, —Pfalm so, lat verfe, Whofo offereth 
_praift, glorifieih me, and to him that ordereth bis converfatioe 4 
aright will I foew the falvation of Gov. pa a # 


IHE publication of this difcourfe being unexpectedly delayed till now, 

+ the author would juft obferve, that by our various eperations, particu- 
farly vpon Dorchefter heights, they were thrown iato tesror and con i fion, 
and made a precipitate and inglovieus retreat,March 17th,even as they bad fuf- 
fered a long, difgraceful befiegement----leaving behind them all the marke of 
the moi cruel sapacity, aad even Turkith ishumanity, ; 


. 


